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OAKLAND PROUD OF LAUNDRIES OPERATED BY WHITE MEN

& =

So often in speaking of a city the subject comes up
about cleanliness. The city of Oakland ranks second
to none on the Pacific Coast, it being recognized as one
of the cleanest cities in Amerfca, But In speaking of
cleanliness our thoughts are carried to the laundries
which are a much more important factor to a city
than most people imagine,

In Alameda county there are about forty big laun-
drles which are owned and operated by Americans (or
white people of some other nationality). In these laun-
dries there are employed about four thousand men
and women, all of whom receive very good pay, con-
sistent of course, with the. work they do in their re-
spective positions, .

These laundries mean much to the commercial life
of a community, For instance, the salaries alone
in & year to employes of white laundries 18 from
$2,400,000 to $2,750,000. This is an extremely con=
gervative estimate as the writer has taken an average
of only $12 per week for each pe "

If the general public knew the amount of money

pense in a well-equipped laundry and are worthy of an
Inspection and of an educational value to one not fa-
miliar with up-to-date laundry methods.

Of the sanitary conditions that abound In the white
laundries a brief mentlon will be made.

Bpotless cleanliness prevails everywhere, The floors
are of cement and perfectly drained, and the systemn of
ventilation and the abundance of light that floods the
establishments fs as near perfection as human inge-
nuity could devise.

The clothes when put In revolving washers are
washed thoroughly and quickly in hot soft water, and
the revolutions force the water through the garments,
rendering them clean In a very short time. The clothes
are rinsed in the same machihes In six complete
changes of water. Every article is thoroughly steril-
ized and when removed from the washing machines are
not only but odorless and absolutely aseptic,

Care Is taken to prevent any signs of disease, either
of a slight or dangerous character, The premises of the
white laundries are free from dampness and some are
so0 constructed as to be very inviting to the visitor, and
a pleasure to be employed therein,

Th

cirenlated every day by laundry workers, fewer emp
stores mdrzthe{ bzﬂnel! houses of Alameda county

Id spend their money with the Chinese and Japa-
nese laundries, whose employes live on & few cents per
day and mean nothing to & community butside their
own zone,

Still there are thousands of people who send their
solled clothes to a Japanese or Chinese laundry to be
cleaned.

The original intention at the commencement of this

e followl article 1s In striking contrast with
the description of the places conducted by white men,
and applies to 90 per cent of the laundries operated by
Asiatics:

Chinese and Japanese Laundries as a Sourte
of Infection,

- “The tr

article was to elaborate only on the modern t4
and the great expense the lwn?rymen have lncurre;l
In the Installation of such 'y as the Imp
facilities require, but one of the most important features
.of the white laundries wonld thereby be omitted, and
the comparison to follow would be less understood.
Water softeners, that save labor, soap and rubbing
and represent quite an- outlay, starching mwhlnﬁ ex-
tractors, steam ironers, etc., are no small item of ex-

[frequentaly takes place through the medium of clothes
laundered by Asiatics. The Chinese are notoriously ad-
dlcted to the habit of living and sleeping in same rooms
where the washing, drying and ironing of clothes Is
done.

There have been specific instances where contagion
has been directly traced, and without doubt, the alarm-
ing Increase of trachema among whites is directly at-

jon of the varlous Aslitic diseases)

/PICTURE SHOWING GENERAL CLEANLINESS OF A WHITE LAUNDRY.

tributable to the employment of Aslatic laundries, es-
pecially Japanese, Several well defined cases of
trachoma were observed among Japanese laundrymen in
the cities of Oa and San Jose. A erson con-
versant with this disease can readily lxa&e! o case
through a peculiar appearance of the ey the en-
larged and more or less Inflamed condition of the lids.
_Whlla treatrpent obscures the disease to an extent, it is
possible to entirely dicate the evidences of It
" “Th outbreak of the bubonic plague which occurred
in Seattle in 1908 was traced directly to an Oriental
laundry. The original victim was found dead on theé
floor of his laundry. The undertaker who attended the
body died within {wenty-four hours; his assistant fol-
lowed within a day; and a female relative also suce
cumbed. A police officer whose famlly patronized this
laundry, together with two of his relatives, died within
the week,

“Aside from ethical reasons, the persons who would
imperil the health and lives of themselves or thelr
families for the sake of a few pennles are certainly
following a course which s of doubtful economy, and
almost sure to bring terrible and swift disaster in the
shape of Aslatic pestilence or disease ™

Thus, it may be seen, the danger lurking at the
very threshold of our homes when patronizing Chinese
and Japanese laundries, | »

Another thing, they work from twelve to fifteen
hours per day, and it Is no uncommon occurrence to see
Japanese laundry wagons working gll day Sunday.

The employes of white laundries not only have re-
spectable hours dally, but are through early on Satur-
day, working only half the day.

THE WORLD'S GREAT INDUSTRY,

Th laundry industry In the United States is of
mammoth proportions, ranking third In capital in-
vested and seventh in the number of perions employed.

In Alameda county the record is even more flat-
| tering, as the laundry Iudustry here leads all other
manufacturies fro mthe standpoint of the number of
workers engaged,
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